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Aim

* I can use a camera to create a short stop motion animation film.

Success Criteria

I can take still images using a webcam or similar d’Lgltal device.
I can import my own suitable photos to create a stop motion animation.
I can change the content of a picture bg the correct amount between J‘rames.

I can order or sequence frames to create the effect of smooth movement.




Stop Motion

Stop motion is a popular form of animation.

Stop motion animations are
created by taking one image at a
time. In between each image the
objects are moved very slightly.
When these images are edited
together this creates an animation
with the objects moving.

A famous example is ‘Wallace and
Gromit’, which uses thousands of
still images taken of small clay
models to make a short film.

Photo courtesy of JohnGreenaway (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution




Create Your Own
Stop Motion Animation

Work in pairs to create your own Guide to Stop Motion Animation
stop motion animation. e i B ik ot

Plot or Story

First try to decide what your animation is going to be about. What is the basic idea? Will you
tell a story with a beginning and end or something more random? Maybe just create the effect of
something moving, like an everyday object?

Material for Animating
Decide which materials you are going to use for your animation. Ideas of materials that could be
used include: modelling clay, cut-out paper or card, pictures cut from old magazines or toy figures

Think about your backdrop and set. Backdrops could be made on card or inside a box. You could
use a simple, but effective, piece of material or colourful paper. Wil you need any other props or
objects in your scene?

Plan a Storyboard
Decide in advance roughly what will happen in your animation. Use a storyboard to plan the scenes
but remember each scene will probably need several animation frames. Use sketches and notes to
make a good plan

Creating Your Set, Props and Characters
Draw, build or create anything you need for your animation. Use the Storyboard Activity Sheet
to make sure you have everything needed before you start working on the animation.

Choose a Camera
Find out what type of camera you are able to use from your teacher. You may have a choice - in
which case think about which will work best for capturing your images

The Animation

Once you have everything set up, take a few photos as initial frames before you start making any
movements or adjustments. When you are ready to start moving your character or object, only
adjust by a few millimetres each time and aim to take 10-12 frames for each second of animation.

Finishing Touches
Download your images into the stop motion animation software and use the editing tools to
complete your animation. You could also add titles or a soundtrack. Remember to save your work.

Follow the guide on the activity
sheet to help you.




Present and Share

In pairs, be ready to present your animations.
Don’t worry if they're not completely finished yet.




